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UCA School of Nursing students, faculty 
help to stay COVID-19 pandemic
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UCA School of Nursing students, faculty help to 
stay COVID-19 pandemic

Sarah English hopes to work in the emergency department at a local 
hospital when she graduates from the University of Central Arkansas 
in May. 

At present, the level IV nursing student continues to strengthen her 
patient interaction skills by participating in COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics in Conway.

“UCA has prepared us well to work with patients in all settings, and 
I’ve had the opportunity to help with UCA’s annual flu shot clinic in 
the past, so I was very comfortable working with patients, answering 
their questions and giving them information 
about side effects and scheduling their 
second dose,” English said. 

By the end of February, English had 
participated in two days of vaccination 
clinics for a total of about nine hours at 
Conway Regional Medical Center. She 
estimates that she administered vaccinations 
to 75 patients. English is among almost 
120 students in the School of Nursing’s 
community health nursing course.

Between Jan. 26 and March 5, UCA School 
of Nursing students and faculty have 
administered nearly 6,000 vaccines and 
served more than 900 hours. 

“The COVID vaccine has been long 
anticipated, and I’m grateful for the chance 
to be a small part of making history with the vaccine. Being able 
to help others protect themselves is part of the reason I wanted to 
become a nurse,” English said. 

Four UCA instructors lead the community health nursing course: 
Leslie Blackwell, clinical instructor I; Annette Gartman, clinical 
instructor I; Laura Gillis, assistant professor; and Andrea Taylor-
Garza, clinical instructor I. The community health nursing course 
focuses on nursing outside of the hospital setting and includes 
hospice, home health, public schools and a myriad of other areas, 
Gartman said. 

Through this course, enrolled nursing students have been able to 
participate in vaccination clinics to earn needed patient contact hours. 
Students have worked at Conway Regional Medical Center and Baptist 
Health Medical Center-Conway. 

“It’s been such a beautiful partnership between us and the hospitals 
because they’re getting the vaccine doses, and they’re getting all the 
clinics set up, and we just come in and be the manpower to actually 
enable them to give large numbers of doses in a short amount of 
time,” Gartman said. 

Priya Gopal is a level IV nursing student with 
a minor in addiction studies. She vaccinated 
at least 25 patients the day she volunteered at 
Conway Regional. 

“I was nervous for the first couple of 
injections, but I kept the big picture in mind,” 
Gopal said. “I knew that I was part of something 
that was bigger than myself. I felt humbled to 
be a part of a monumental time in history.”

Jasmine Allred tried to keep track of the 
patients she saw during her volunteer times. 
In performing vaccinations and educating 
patients, the time moves rapidly, Allred said. 

“I was shocked about how many people would 
listen to me as I gave education, as I haven’t 
really gotten to do patient education much, 
but I gave knowledgeable information to each 

person about the vaccine and what they should expect,” Allred said.
Senior nursing student Hunter Cassidy vaccinated at least 30 

patients during his time at Conway Regional. He hopes that students’ 
efforts will help to bring normalcy back to everyone’s lives. 

“A couple of patients described [student volunteerism] as being 
hopeful, in a time where so much has changed and health care workers 
have been worked to the max, that we as students are stepping up to 
be the fresh new wave of workers to push back against the pandemic 
and work towards getting back to the way of life that we all loved 
before COVID-19,” Cassidy said. n
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There a couple of things local pharmacies aren’t lacking at the 
moment: an eager group of people wanting to get COVID-19 vaccines 
and sweets, a heartfelt by-product of the former.

There’s been cupcakes and cookies and a whole lot of Bundt cakes. 
All of it just a way the community has chosen to say thank to local 
pharmacies who have helped turn a corner in the pandemic.

Several local, independent pharmacies have doled out about 
100 doses of the vaccine a week since January, adding to the efforts 
of Conway Regional Health System and Baptist Health–Conway. 
That includes Heartland Pharmacy and Smith Pharmacy.

“We’re proud to be a part of the solution,” said Ben Abbott, a 
Heartland pharmacist. “As an independent pharmacy, we want to 
be there for our community, and this was another way to do that.”

With a large, elderly population, it seemed a vital undertaking, 
Abbott said.

David Smith, a longtime Conway pharmacist and owner of Smith 
Pharmacy, said he and his staff were thrilled to be able to provide 
something that will have a major impact on the health and safety of 
the community.

“It’s important; it’s a community service,” Smith said. “I took 
an oath to do everything to protect the health of the community, 

and in my opinion, this is definitely protecting the health of our 
community.”

The reactions of those who have received the vaccine has been wide-
ranging and incredibly appreciative.

“People tear up with excitement and relief,” Abbott said. “We get 
people wanting to take pictures.”

After receiving the vaccine, one woman sent a video to Heartland 
staff of her family greeting her at home with confetti and streamers.

Call any person to schedule an appointment for a vaccine, Smith 
said, and they are thrilled.

It hasn’t all been easy, though, both pharmacists say, as local 
demand for the vaccine has resulted in long waiting lists at most 
pharmacies that are still being worked through.

“It’s been a love-hate relationship,” Smith said.
Most days end knowing they helped a lot of people, which is 

rewarding, Smith said, but thoughts turn to those still waiting.
Abbott said Heartland has found gratitude in helping those they 

can and continuing to reach deeper into the community with each day.
“This has given us hope,” Abbott said. “It’s been reassuring to 

people and the numbers are starting to reflect it and show that it 
is working.” n

Local Pharmacies Play Key Role in 
Vaccinating the Community

Conway Regional Health 
System Off The Clock: 

Catfish & Cold Ones

Chamber, Conductor to 
partner on free virtual 

business series 
for entrepreneurs

The Conway Area Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with the 
Arkansas Game & Fish Commission, is hosting the Conway Regional 
Health System Off the Clock: Catfish & Cold Ones, presented by 
Cousins’ Office Furniture of Conway, ERA Team Real Estate and 
Caldwell Toyota, on April 15 from 4-7 p.m. at the Meadows Technology 
Park at 1000 Ledgelawn Drive.

Guests will enjoy music from City Boyz, a catfish dinner with all the 
fixins and drinks from Flyway Brewing, Point Remove Brewing Company 
and Lost Forty Brewing. Andy’s Frozen Custard will provide dessert.

Advanced tickets are $25 each. Tickets purchased at the event are $30. 
Each ticket includes one catfish dinner, beverages and a Catfish & Cold 
Ones T-shirt.

Guests can also register themselves and a partner for the Catfish & 
Cold Ones Fishing Derby, sponsored by Malvern National Bank. Winners 
will be recognized for most fish caught.

Conway Regional Health System Off Clock: Catfish & Cold Ones is 
underwritten by Car-Son Construction, CAMS and Safely Tucked Away 
Mini Storage, Malvern National Bank and Green Bay Packaging.

Contact Leo Cummings III at leo@conwayarkansas.org or (501) 932-
5405 with any questions. Find more information and a link to register at 
conwaychamber.org/offtheclock. n

The Conductor, an entrepreneurial support organization that 
offers free resources to small business owners, is partnering 
with the Conway Area Chamber of Commerce to bring the 
Virtual Business Series to entrepreneurs, innovators and makers. 
Underwritten by Arvest Bank, the 2021 Virtual Business Series 
will take place every second Thursday of the month at noon from 
April through November.

Each hourlong webinar is free to attend, but advance 
registration is required. Visit arconductor.org/calendar for 
details and a registration link. n

Catfish

CONWAY   ARKANSAS DATE TOPIC

April 8
Women- and Minority-Owned Business 
Certifications Workshop

May 13 Panel: Financing Your Business – Part I

June 10 Small Business Resource Map Presentation

July 8 Taxes and Finances for Small Business – Part II

August 12 B2B: Generating Leads & Driving Sales

September 9 Cybersecurity for Your Business

October 14
The Owner’s Manual to Buying and Selling a 
Business

November 11 TBD

2021 Virtual Business Series

Underwriter

Ben Abbott, Pharmacist, Heartland Pharmacy David Smith, Owner / Pharmacist, Smith Pharmacy
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Population 
US ..........................328,239,523
Arkansas ....................3,017,804
Conway ...........................67,638
Cleburne County  .............24,919
Conway County ...............20,846
Faulkner County  ...........126,007
Perry County  ...................10,455
Van Buren County  ...........16,545

Civilian Labor Force
August-2020

Seasonally Adjusted
US ..........................160,838,000 
Arkansas ....................1,343,186

Not Seasonally Adjusted 
US ..........................160,966,000 
Arkansas ....................1,345,569 
Conway ...........................32,706 
Cleburne County ................9,033 
Conway County .................8,078 
Faulkner County ..............59,963 
Perry County .....................4,079 
Van Buren County  .............5,671

Unemployment Rate
August-2020

Seasonally Adjusted
US ..................................... 8.4%
Arkansas ........................... 7.4%

Not Seasonally Adjusted 
US ..................................... 8.5%
Arkansas ........................... 7.4%
Conway ............................. 6.1%
Cleburne County  ............... 8.1%
Conway County ................. 6.6%
Faulkner County  ............... 6.2%
Perry County  ..................... 6.2%
Van Buren County  ............. 7.2%

Bank Deposits
June

Conway 
2020 ................... $2,225,851,000 
2019 ................... $1,835,390,000 
Percent Change ...............21.27% 

Cleburne County  
2020 .......................$638,385,000 
2019 .......................$556,697,000 
Percent Change ............... 14.67%

Conway County  
2020 ...................... $394,275,000 
2019 ...................... $364,163,000 
Percent Change .................8.27%

Faulkner County 
2020 ................... $2,668,253,000 
2019 ................... $2,228,144,000 
Percent Change ...............19.75%

Perry County 
2020 ........................ $71,362,000 
2019 ........................ $65,345,000 
Percent Change .................9.21%

Van Buren County 
2020 ...................... $324,814,000 
2019 ...................... $278,929,000 
Percent Change ...............16.45%

Sales & Use Tax Collections
October
Conway

2020 ..........................$3,016,203 
2019 ..........................$2,867,315 
Percent Change ................ 5.19%
Tax Rate ......................... 2.125%

Cleburne County 
2020 ............................$460,120 
2019 ............................$460,608 
Percent Change ..............-0.11%
Tax Rate ........................ 1.625%

Conway County  
2020 ............................$489,873 
2019 ............................$512,559 
Percent Change  .............-4.43%
Tax Rate .......................... 1.75%

Faulkner County 
2020 ............................$943,294 
2019 ............................$870,934 
Percent Change  .............. 8.31%
Tax Rate .......................... 0.50%

Perry County 
2020 ............................$153,044 
2019 ............................$136,517 
Percent Change  ............ 12.11%
Tax Rate .......................... 2.50%

Van Buren County 
2020 ............................$418,764 
2019 ............................$401,134 
Percent Change  .............. 4.39%
Tax Rate  .......................... 2.00%

Restaurant Sales*
Year to Date (October)

Conway
2020 .....................$156,546,285 
2019 .....................$171,482,819 
Percent Change ..............-8.71%

*Includes mixed drink sales

Hotel Sales
Year to Date (October)

Conway
2020 .......................$10,724,306 
2019 .......................$15,404,069 
Percent Change ............ -30.38%

Residential Building 
Permits

Year to Date (October)
Conway

2020 .....................................189
2019 .....................................230
Percent Change ............ -17.83%

Residential Units Sold**                
(New and Existing)
Year to Date (October)

Conway 
2020 .....................................689 
2019 .....................................667 
Percent Change ............... 3.30%

Year to Date (October)
Cleburne County 

2020 .....................................481
2019 .....................................378
Percent Change ............. 27.25%

Conway County 
2020 .....................................153
2019 .....................................138
Percent Change ............. 10.87%

Faulkner County 
2020 ...................................1546
2019 ...................................1376
Percent Change ............. 12.35%

Perry County 
2020 .......................................48
2019 .......................................39
Percent Change ............. 23.08%

Van Buren County 
2020 ......................................235
2019 ......................................199
Percent Change ...............18.09%

Values of Residential 
Units Sold**

Year to Date (October)
Conway 

2020 .....................$151,752,687 
2019 .....................$130,791,855 
Percent Change ............. 16.03%

Year to Date (October)
Cleburne County 

2020 .................... $106,815,714
2019 ...................... $75,226,105
Percent Change .............41.99%

Conway County 
2020 ........................$19,687,203
2019 ........................$15,393,467
Percent Change ...............27.89%

Faulkner County 
2020 ......................$319,869,795 
2019 ......................$259,384,108 
Percent Change ...............23.32%

Perry County 
2020 .........................$6,345,546
2019 .........................$4,363,382
Percent Change ............. 45.43%

Van Buren County 
2020 .......................$30,960,395
2019 .......................$22,949,355
Percent Change ............. 34.91%

Average Price of 
Residential Units Sold**                

(New and Existing)
Year to Date (October)

Conway 
2020 .............................$220,892 
2019 .............................$196,090 
Percent Change ...............12.65%

Year to Date (October)
Cleburne County 

2020 ............................$222,070 
2019 ............................$199,011 
Percent Change ............. 11.59%

Conway County 
2020 .............................$128,675 
2019 .............................$111,547 
Percent Change ...............15.35%

Faulkner County 
2020 ............................$206,919 
2019 ............................$188,506 
Percent Change ............... 9.77%

Perry County 
2020 ............................$132,199
2019 ............................$111,882 
Percent Change ............. 18.16%

Van Buren County 
2020 ............................$131,746 
2019 ............................$115,323 
Percent Change ............. 14.24%

North Metro Economy at a GlanceNorth Metro Economy at a Glance

Proud sponsor of 
Pulse of Conway

Sources: 2014-2018 
ACS 5-Year Data Profiles, 
Arkansas Department of 

Workforce Services, C2ER, 
Sperling’s Best Places, 

Arkansas Department of 
Finance & Administration, 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, Cooperative 

Arkansas Realtors’ Multiple 
Listing Services, Arkansas 
Realtors Association, and 

City of Conway.
**Includes sales of residential units

Make a quick trip through Conway and other central Arkansas 
communities, and it would be hard to miss the impact of Dexter Doyne 
and the Doyne Construction Company.

Some of the latest high points include Donaghey Hall and the soon-to-
be-complete Integrated Health Sciences Building on the University of 
Central Arkansas campus, the Windgate Center of Art and Design at UA-
Little Rock, the Clinton School of Public Service and the Little Rock Nine 
monument at the state Capitol. 

The businesses, schools, monuments and public gathering places Doyne’s 
construction company has built has influenced the way Arkansans live, work 
and play in the Natural State. Doyne shared the highlights 
and key moments of his career as the keynote speaker of 
the Conway Area Chamber of Commerce’s CEO Luncheon 
Series on Feb. 25.

One of the partnerships that has been influential to 
his career, Doyne said, was his prosperous one with 
Nabholz Construction.

“Dexter is a long-time friend and business partner,” 
Charles Nabholz, chairman emeritus of Nabholz 
Construction, said during his introduction of Doyne.

Doyne began his construction company in 1983, 
setting aside dreams of becoming a filmmaker to care 
for his aging parents at home in Arkansas.

“From those humble and selfless beginnings has come a 
multi-million-dollar commercial construction company,” 
Nabholz said. “Dexter is a man of integrity. He’s a trusted 
partner and a man whose word is his bond.”

Doyne has enjoyed a long, illustrious career in construction garnering 
several awards along the way, including the U.S. Small Business 
Administration Prime Contractor of the Year in 1995, the Arkansas 
Subcontractors Association’s General Contractor of the Year in 2008 and 
the Arkansas Business News Magazine’s Business Executive of the Year 
in 1993.

Doyne Construction has partnered with Nabholz Construction 
on several projects throughout the years. Doyne compared the two 
companies’ partnership to a marriage that has spanned several decades.

“We have always had a great partnership,” Doyne said. “We have 
never had to file for divorce.”

Asked what the most rewarding project was in his career, Doyne 
quickly pointed to the Little Rock Nine monument on the state 
Capitol grounds.

When the monument was dedicated, Doyne was able to meet all nine 
of the former students.

“I got the chance to thank them for the courage they had back in 
1957,” he said. “When you think back and think about what they had to 
endure and the hate they experienced, they kept their faith and belief in 

this country, and they survived. They are my heroes, 
and I was glad to be a part of that.”

Speaking during the final week of Black History 
Month in February, Doyne said it was important 
to remember the contributions so many African 
Americans have made to the nation.

“We all have something to contribute to this great 
county,” he said. “We should never look down on 
anyone, but instead, try to lift them up.”

 The CEO Luncheon Series is held four times annually 
and features a top executive of a Conway-area 
company as a guest speaker. The series is open to all 
employees of Chamber-member businesses. 

The next luncheon will be 1 p.m. April 27 and will 
feature Megan Morris, CEO of Conway Behavioral 
Health Hospital. Morris has been CEO for one year and 
served as director of clinical services for nearly three 

years prior. She is a licensed clinical social worker and has worked 
extensively with children, adolescents and adults in in-patient and 
out-patient settings.

The CEO Luncheon Series is sponsored by Nabholz Construction, 
the presenting sponsor, and Garcia Wealth Management, the speaker 
sponsor. Because of their generosity, the speaker series is offered at no 
cost to attendees. 

Visit conwaychamber.org/ceo-luncheon-series for more information 
and updates on future speakers. n

CEO Luncheon Series: Dexter Doyne 
Recalls Career in Construction

Dexter Doyne



#ConwayToGo

Supporting small businesses and safe dining.

Leave a review for 
the restaurants

you visited.

Let’s support our local restaurants! Use hashtag #ConwayToGo to 
highlight establishments that are accommodating diners with curbside 
takeout, home delivery, etc. during a time when restaurant dining rooms 
are operating at limited capacity and social distancing is encouraged. 
We also invite you to join and participate in the #ConwayToGo Facebook 
community at facebook.com/groups/ConwayToGo.


