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The Maker Movement in the North Metro

The Maker Movement takes us back to the 

days when we created with our hands, as well 

as providing an opportunity for innovation 

and collaboration. Truly taking off in the 

early 2000s, it is founded on the principle 

that anyone who creates is a ‘Maker,’ and 

makers come from all types of backgrounds, 

skill sets, and interests. It is a broadening of 

DIY culture, in an ecosystem encompassing 

technology, coding, 3D printing, art, and 

stretching to prototyping of products that 

can propel entrepreneurship.  

The UCA Makerspace, powered by the 

Conductor, is a public-private partnership 

between Startup Junkie Consulting and the 

University of Central Arkansas and is at the 

center of maker culture in the North Metro. 

Located in Donaghey Hall on the UCA campus, 

students, faculty, and community members 

receive access to a multitude of machines and 

technology to create, expand their knowledge, 

and become a part of the Maker Movement – 

all free of charge.

Maker amateurs and professionals, and even 

those who don’t yet identify themselves as a 

maker, can walk into the space and jump right 

into the Maker Movement. Master Maker 

Jason Huselton and two maker fellows spend 

their days teaching others how to use the 

equipment and tools, providing training on a 

variety of topics, and creating an environment 

for makers to meet and collaborate. Maker 

Mentors also frequent the space and serve as a 

resource, specializing in different backgrounds 

such as art, physics, and coding. 

“Makers come together to be creative, 

inventive, and work together to solve daily 

problems. We have become a ‘throwaway 

society,’ and the maker movement has made 

great strides to correct that mentality,” said 

Jason Huselton, Master Maker. “Makers use 

parts from discarded items to make incredible 

gadgets and products. We are an instrumental 

part of our society, providing services and 

technology that have only been available at an 

industrial level.”

The Makerspace offers filament and resin 

3D printing, laser engraving, a wood CNC 

machine, and an embroidery machine by 

appointment. Drills, sewing machines, and 

other digital fabrication tools are available at 

any time to start or finish a project.

A central tenet of the Maker Movement 

is the development of new skills. The UCA 

Makerspace staff pride themselves on bringing 

in subject matter experts to expose their 

audience to skills like programming Arduino, 

casting in resin, Linux scripting, paper making, 

using an oscilloscope, and embroidery, just to 

name a few. 

The Maker Movement spans age groups and 

has even begun to enter the classroom. Two 

local teachers serve as Maker Educators in the 

UCA Makerspace to bring STEAM education 

to children and introduce them to the world 

of making through Youth Maker Mondays, 

STEAM camps, and other outreach efforts. 

“Children learn by doing,” said Sharon Cone, 

Youth Educator. “This is why it is important 

to introduce students to the Maker Movement 

at an early age. Creating, improving, 

collaborating, tinkering, and idea building are 

all skills that are developed through the Maker 

Movement. This produces students who are 

innovative, independent problem-solvers for 

our future!”

Many members of the Maker Movement are 

hobbyists, experts in the field, or students, 

but they can all be innovators – solving 

problems, creating new products, or providing 

value to the community as a whole. Some 

makers take their ideas and springboard into 

entrepreneurs. Anyone can bring a product 

idea or innovation into the space and work 

with the staff to develop a prototype of their 

product before pursuing a patent or beginning 

mass production. 

GRACE RAINS
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To further elevate the Maker Movement 

and connection to entrepreneurship, 

the UCA Makerspace has launched a 

Maker Professional series, which takes 

the Makerspace team on the road across 

Arkansas to highlight professionals in the 

world of making. The team has traveled 

to James Hays Art Glass studio, Central 

Arkansas Water Jet, and Leather Brothers, all 

to demonstrate how a passion for making can 

translate into a viable business. 

On a more basic level, the space can 

serve as a community resource to business 

owners and community members as a cost-

effective way to support and promote their 

business. The laser engravers can be used 

to create signage or add a logo to a product 

or giveaway; the embroidery machine can 

be used to add a logo to staff uniforms or 

promotional clothing. The opportunities 

are endless.

Overall, the Maker Movement is a social 

movement that can provide everything from 

a creative outlet to a career path to a new 

business venture for those who take the time 

to participate. Makers aren’t defined by 

age, skill set, or background, but rather the 

intent to create something – anything – and 

collaborate with others trying to accomplish 

the same goal. 

And in the North Metro, the UCA 

Makerspace is the place to get involved. n

Grace Rains, MBA, is the 

Director of Operations at the 

Conductor. The Conductor is 

a public-private partnership 

between the University 

of Central Arkansas and 

Startup Junkie. Learn more at 

arconductor.org

Grace Rains

The UCA Makerspace can be a cost-effective way for business owners and community members to promote their companies and 
organizations. The laser engravers can be used to create signage or add a logo to a product or giveaway; the embroidery machine can be 
used to add a logo to staff uniforms or promotional clothing.
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Conway Area Leadership Institute 
Names 2021 Class

CALI prepares emerging leaders in Conway to serve 
the community through shared experiences and frequent 
interactions driven by an eight-month curriculum 
inspired by Conway2025.

Conway2025 is a long-range strategic plan developed 
with the input of more than 1,400 area residents. 
This plan identifies seven sectors of importance for 
the overall growth and sustainability of Conway 
including education, public safety, development and 
public health, among others.

“Each year, we take a group of highly motivated 
individuals from the community and give them the 
opportunity to engage with community leaders, 
businesses and nonprofit organizations,” said Corey 
Parks, vice president of economic development at the 
Conway Area Chamber of Commerce and Conway 
Development Corporation. “Upon graduation, they are 
ready to get involved in our community and help make 
Conway a better place through their service.”

The Conway Area Leadership Institute’s program 
sponsor is Arkansas First Bank & Trust and Rock Pond 
Pros is the program underwriter. n

ABOUT THE CONWAY AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

Since 1891, the Conway Area Chamber of Commerce has 
served as the voice of the Conway, Arkansas, business 
community. It represents the interests of more than 1,200 
members by promoting economic development in Conway 
and Faulkner County, advocating a pro-business climate 
at all levels of government, supporting the county’s 
educational institutions, and establishing and executing a 
vision for the community. To learn more about the Conway 
Area Chamber of Commerce, visit ConwayChamber.org.

April Bennett
Baptist Health Medical Center - Conway

Donny Bradley
First Arkansas Bank & Trust

Katie Branch
Ensono

Skip Colvin
Arvest Bank

Carson Cook
Centennial Bank

Miranda Daily
The Conductor

Karla Defreitas
Gainwell Technologies

Carole Delaney
CD Real Estate Group

Mark Ferguson
Conway Corporation 

Kory Flippo
Rogers Group

Joey Fulgham
Integrity Insurance

Annette Fuller
Acxiom

Ericka Gutierrez
Pediatrics Plus

Meg Hawkins
McGhee Insurance Agency

Annie Keese
PrimeCARE Medical Clinic

Lane Long
City Church

Justin McCarty
Simmons Bank

Tyler McDonald
Conway Regional Health System

Lani Meares
Virco Manufacturing

Eduard Millan
First Community Bank

Rusty Mosley
First Security Bank

Michael Murry
Baptist Health Medical Center - Conway

Maria Negrete Padron
University of Central Arkansas

Jason Owens
Jason Owens Law Firm

Brandon Phipps
Arkansas Homecare Holdings

Brian Roberts
Garcia Wealth Management

Shenel Sandidge
Habitat for Humanity

Jessica Schrekenhofer
Leather Brothers

Kevin Spatz
Acxiom

Nick Stevens
Creative Institute of Central Arkansas

Jeanette Stewart
Log Cabin Democrat

Eric Sutterfield
Nabholz

Kevin Thomas
University of Central Arkansas

Matt Whiting
University of Central Arkansas

Maria Wile
Conway Regional Health System  

CALI Class of 2021
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UCA North Metro Healthcare Award
Winners Honored on THV11

Winners of the University of Central 

Arkansas North Metro Healthcare Awards 

were recognized April 24 during an hourlong 

broadcast on KTHV Channel 11.

The program included features on each 

of the nine winners, as well as segments on 

COVID responses from Conway Regional 

Health System and Baptist Health Medical 

Center-Conway. UCA’s new Integrated Health 

Sciences Building and the work of its Student 

Health Clinic, overseen by Randy Pastor, D.O., 

were also spotlighted, as well as three UCA 

alumni from the healthcare field.

If you missed the THV broadcast, you can 

find the full program on the Conway Area 

Chamber of Commerce’s Facebook and 

YouTube pages. n

Nurse of the Year
Allison McKay, Baptist Health Medical 
Center – Conway
Award sponsored by Conway
Behavioral Health

Physician of the Year
Brad Tilley, M.D., Tilley Family Medicine
Award sponsored by Conway Regional 
Physician Hospital Organization

Administrator of the Year
Tim Bowen, Baptist Health Medical 
Center – Conway
Award sponsored by Professional Computer 
Services, Inc.

Healthcare Professional of the Year
Maureen Skinner, Catalyst Counseling 
Services, PLLC
Award sponsored by Arvest Bank

Dental Professional of the Year
Matt Fulmer, D.D.S., Fulmer 
Family Dentistry
Award sponsored by Delta Dental

Optical Professional of the Year
Melanie Smith, M.D., MSC Eye Associates
Award sponsored by Centennial Bank

COVID Response Award
Conway Regional Health System
Award sponsored by Cintas

COVID Compliance Award
Home2 Suites by Hilton
Award sponsored by Feast Fighters

Community Impact Award
David Smith, Smith Family Pharmacy
Award sponsored by Dermatology
Group of Arkansas

2021 University of Central Arkansas 
North Metro Healthcare Award Recipients
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Toad Suck Daze celebrates 40th anniversary  
with “deconstructed” festival

“Is Toad Suck Daze happening?”
It is the question on many people’s minds as 

vaccinations ramp-up and COVID-19 cases 
fall, bringing a sense of normalcy to Arkansas 
and the U.S. 

The answer? “Yes, it’s happening. It just 
won’t look the same.”

Mary Margaret Satterfield, the Conway 
Area Chamber of Commerce’s director of 
Toad Suck Daze and events, spoke with the 
North Metro Business Journal about plans for 
the largest, free-admission family festival in 
Arkansas, which is celebrating its 40th year 
in 2021. This year also marks a milestone 
anniversary for Satterfield; it is her 20th 
Toad Suck Daze.

“That’s counting the festivals I’ve helped 
plan. It doesn’t count the ones I attended 
as a kid,” said the Conway native.Since 
Satterfield’s involvement as the festival 

organizer, Toad Suck Daze has taken place on 
the streets of downtown Conway during the 
first weekend of May. (Its original location 
was on the banks of the Arkansas River in the 
Toad Suck community.) 

Before the pandemic, more than 100,000 
people would attend the three-day festival. 
In the age of social distancing, Toad Suck 
Daze organizers made the decision to hold 
the 40th festival at a smaller scale to keep the 
crowd size at a minimum. 

“We believe it’s the responsible thing to do 
from a public health perspective,” Satterfield 
said. “We have developed a ‘deconstructed’ 
festival that brings back some of the popular, 
socially distanced activities we introduced 
in 2020 combined with some traditional 
favorites.

“Everything will be in the spirit of Toad 
Suck Daze.”

Between the end of April and the middle 
of June – close to 40 days to commemorate 
the 40th anniversary – Toad Suck Daze will 
host several live events in partnership with 
the Arkansas Game & Fish Commission, the 
Museum of Discovery, the City of Conway, and 
a host of corporate sponsors. First Arkansas 
Bank & Trust is the presenting sponsor of the 
festival for the third year in a row.

All events will take place outdoors, and face 
masks are encouraged. Here’s what to expect.

Airplane Parade
Friday, April 30 | 4-7 p.m.

Toad Suck Daze is partnering with the 
City of Conway and the Lollie Bottoms Pilot 
Association to bring back the popular Airplane 
Parade introduced in 2020. The second-
annual event will expand to include viewing 
areas at the Conway Regional Airport at 
Cantrell Field and two designated locations 
throughout the city. The pilots – including 
the Bulldog Flight Formation Team – will fly 
all over Conway, so many people will have the 
ability to view the planes from their homes. 
A map of the routes and designated viewing 
locations is available at toadsuck.org. 

At the airport, spectators will be able to 
watch the planes take off and land and can 
view vintage aircraft on the ground. A food 
truck and sponsor booths also will be set up 
on the airport grounds. Planes will take off 
shortly before 6 p.m., and the air show will 

A series of family-friendly events will take place over a 40-day period

“We have developed a ‘deconstructed’ festival 
that brings back some of the popular, socially 
distanced activities we introduced in 2020 
combined with some traditional favorites.”
- Mary Margaret Satterfield, Director of Toad Suck Daze and events, 
Conway Area Chamber of Commerce
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last 45 minutes. The Conway Regional Airport 
is located 10.3 miles west of Interstate 40, 
along U.S. Highway 60 (Dave Ward Drive) to 
Lollie Road.

Taste of Toad Suck
Every Friday in May | 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Food vendors will be stationed in downtown 
Conway at Rogers Plaza on May 7, May 14, 
May 21, and May 28, serving up some Toad 
Suck Daze favorites – corn dogs, chicken-on-
a-stick, funnel cakes, turkey legs, walking 
tacos, barbecue, and more. Every Friday, two 
food vendors will be set up, so the menu will 
change weekly. Visit toadsuck.org for a list of 
participating concessionaires and what they 
plan to serve and when.

Located near the arch, Rogers Plaza is the 
area in front of the Conway Area Chamber of 
Commerce at 900 Oak Street. 

Toad Suck Tinkerfest
Saturday, May 8 | 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Established in 2018 in partnership with 
Acxiom, the Museum of Discovery, and the 
Conductor, Toad Suck Tinkerfest provides 
hands-on, educational activities that 
incorporate the elements of the STEAM 
educational curriculum: science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math. Admission is free, 
but advance registration is recommended, 
as the number of attendees will be limited to 
ensure adequate social distancing.

Toad Races
Thursday, May 13 | 4-6:30 p.m.

The parking lot at the corner of Parkway 
and Main Streets in downtown Conway will 
become the site of the 2021 toad races. The 
Toad Master will kick off the festivities 
with the V.I.T. (Very Important Toad) 

Race followed by races that are open to 

the public. The open toad races will 

culminate with the World Championship. 

Advance registration is encouraged for 

the open races, but walk-ups are welcome.

In addition, the Jump for Education 

Race, which brings together the winners 

of toad races held at area elementary 

schools, will take place on May 13. Every 

elementary school student in Faulkner 

County will receive a Toad Toter from 

their school.

Racers can bring their own toad (frogs 

are not allowed), or they can race a toad that 

is provided. During the week of May 10, 

toads will be accepted at the Conway Area 

Chamber of Commerce. Chamber staff 

will release the toads to their natural 

environment following the races.
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Nature and Science Exhibit
Wednesday, May 19 | 3-7 p.m.

The Nature and Science Exhibit will take 
place at the Meadows Office and Technology 
Park, located at 355 Ledgelawn Drive in 
Conway. Organized in partnership with the 
Arkansas Game & Fish Commission and the 
Museum of Discovery, the Nature & Science 
Exhibit was introduced in 2020 as a drive-thru 
event. This year, attendees will be able to park 
and walk through the exhibits, allowing more 
time for interaction. Admission is free.

Live Music
Friday, June 11 | 7 p.m.

Jimmie Allen, the Academy of Country 
Music’s 2021 New Male Artist of the Year, will 
headline an in-person, ticketed concert at the 
University of Central Arkansas Farris Center 
on Friday, June 11.  

Signed to BBR Music Group’s Stoney Creek 
Records, Allen has already made history as 
the first Black artist to launch a career with 
two consecutive No. 1 hits on country radio 
– the first being his debut single “Best Shot” 
– which claimed the No. 1 spot for three weeks 
– and second being his latest single “Make Me 
Want To” off his debut album Mercury Lane, 
released fall 2018. Learn more about Allen on 
his website, jimmieallenmusic.com.  

More details about the Jimmie Allen concert, 
including time and ticket prices, will be 
available at toadsuck.org. Cherokee Casino & 
Hotel Roland is the title sponsor of this year’s 
entertainment. The concert is presented by 
the Conway Convention & Visitors Bureau and 
Conway Regional Health System.

Toad Suck Daze T-shirts will be available 
for purchase at every Toad Suck Daze event or 
at toadsuck.org. Mascots Croaker and Dazey 
will also be available for photo opportunities. 
For the latest information about Toad Suck 
Daze 2021, visit toadsuck.org or follow 
Toad Suck Daze on Facebook at 
facebook.com/toadsuckdaze. n

Presented by:

Thank You to
Our Sponsors!

501.269.8688501.269.8688501.269.8688
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Population 
US ..........................328,239,523
Arkansas ....................3,017,804
Conway ...........................67,638
Cleburne County  .............24,919
Conway County ...............20,846
Faulkner County  ...........126,007
Perry County  ...................10,455
Van Buren County  ...........16,545

Civilian Labor Force
February-2021

Seasonally Adjusted
US ..........................160,211,000
Arkansas ....................1,363,154

Not Seasonally Adjusted 
US ..........................160,008,000 
Arkansas ....................1,352,184 
Conway ...........................32,201
Cleburne County ................9,023
Conway County .................8,432
Faulkner County ..............61,274 
Perry County .....................4,177
Van Buren County ..............5,722 

 Unemployment Rate
February-2021

Seasonally Adjusted
US ..................................... 6.6%
Arkansas ........................... 4.5%

Not Seasonally Adjusted 
US .......................................6.2%
Arkansas .............................5.3%
Conway ...............................4.5%
Cleburne County  .................6.7%
Conway County ...................5.4%
Faulkner County  .................4.6%
Perry County  .......................5.2%
Van Buren County  ...............7.1%

Bank Deposits
June

Conway 
2020 ................... $2,225,851,000 
2019 ................... $1,835,390,000 
Percent Change  ..............21.27%

Cleburne County  
2020 .......................$638,385,000 
2019 .......................$556,697,000 
Percent Change ............... 14.67%

Conway County  
2020 .......................$394,275,000 
2019 .......................$364,163,000 
Percent Change  ................ 8.27%

Faulkner County 
2020 ................... $2,668,253,000
2019 ................... $2,228,144,000
Percent Change ...............19.75%

Perry County 
2020 .........................$71,362,000 
2019 .........................$65,345,000 
Percent Change  ................ 9.21%

Van Buren County 
2020 .....................$324,814,000 
2019 .....................$278,929,000 
Percent Change  ............ 16.45%

Sales & Use Tax Collections
March

Conway
2021 ..........................$2,942,892
2020 ..........................$2,576,485
Percent Change .............. 14.22%
Tax Rate ......................... 2.125%

Cleburne County 
2021 ............................$572,179
2020 ............................$421,113
Percent Change ............. 35.87%
Tax Rate ........................ 1.625%

Conway County  
2021 .............................$504,715
2020 .............................$440,014
Percent Change  ..............14.70%
Tax Rate  ............................1.75%

Faulkner County 
2021 ............................$913,198
2020 ............................$786,863
Percent Change ............. 16.06%
Tax Rate .......................... 0.50%

Perry County 
2021 ............................$140,527
2020 ............................$127,334 
Percent Change ............. 10.36%
Tax Rate .......................... 2.50%

Van Buren County 
2021 ............................$296,535
2020 ............................$322,486
Percent Change ..............-8.05%
Tax Rate .......................... 2.00%

Restaurant Sales 
Tax Collections*

Year to Date (March)
Conway

2021 .............................$983,149
2020 .............................$996,215
Percent Change ............... -1.31%

*Includes mixed drink sales

Hotel Sales 
Tax Collections
Year to Date (March)

Conway
2021 ..............................$59,563 
2020 ..............................$67,061
Percent Change ............ -11.18%

Residential Building 
Permits

Year to Date (March)
Conway

2021 .......................................72 
2020 .......................................64 
Percent Change ............. 12.50%

Residential Units Sold**                
(New and Existing)
Year to Date (March)

Conway 
2021 .....................................187
2020 .....................................287
Percent Change ............ -34.84%

Year to Date (March)
Cleburne County 

2021 .......................................77
2020 .....................................215
Percent Change ............ -64.19%

Conway County 
2021 ........................................28
2020 ........................................70
Percent Change ............. -60.00%

Faulkner County 
2021 .....................................346
2020 .....................................572
Percent Change ............ -39.51%

Perry County 
2021 .........................................5
2020 .......................................24
Percent Change ............ -79.17%

Van Buren County 
2021 ........................................37
2020 ......................................101
Percent Change ............. -63.37%

Residential 
Units Sales**

Year to Date (March)
Conway 

2020 .......................$40,589,087
2019 .......................$59,641,767
Percent Change ............ -31.95%

Year to Date (March)
Cleburne County 

2021 ........................$16,593,150
2020 ........................$39,434,326
Percent Change ............. -57.92%

Conway County 
2021 ..........................$3,283,100
2020 ..........................$9,608,729
Percent Change ............. -65.83%

Faulkner County 
2021 ........................$69,735,665
2020 ......................$102,449,247
Percent Change ............. -31.93%

Perry County 
2021 .............................$410,600
2020 ..........................$4,385,612
Percent Change ............. -90.64%

Van Buren County 
2021 .........................$4,942,290
2020 .......................$12,926,675
Percent Change ............ -61.77%

Average Price of 
Residential Units Sold**                

(New and Existing)
Year to Date (March)

Conway 
2021 .............................$217,054
2020 .............................$207,811
Percent Change .................4.45%

Year to Date (March)
Cleburne County 

2021 ............................$215,495
2020 ............................$183,415
Percent Change ............. 17.49%

Conway County 
2021 .............................$117,253 
2020 .............................$137,267
Percent Change ............. -14.58%

Faulkner County 
2021 .............................$201,548
2020 .............................$179,107
Percent Change ...............12.53%

Perry County 
2021 ...............................$82,120
2020 .............................$182,733
Percent Change ............. -55.06%

Van Buren County 
2021 ............................$133,575
2020 ............................$127,986 
Percent Change ............... 4.37%

North Metro Economy at a GlanceNorth Metro Economy at a Glance

Proud sponsor of 
Pulse of Conway

Sources: 2014-2018 
ACS 5-Year Data Profiles, 
Arkansas Department of 

Workforce Services, C2ER, 
Sperling’s Best Places, 

Arkansas Department of 
Finance & Administration, 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, Cooperative 

Arkansas Realtors’ Multiple 
Listing Services, Arkansas 
Realtors Association, and 

City of Conway.
**Includes sales of residential units
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Nothing brings a group together like good food, music, drinks and fishing.
More than 100 community members attended the Conway Regional 

Health System Off the Clock: Catfish & Cold Ones event on April 15 at The 
Meadows Technology Park. The event included a fishing derby, sponsored 
by Malvern National Bank; a catfish dinner; and drinks and dessert from 
Andy’s Frozen Custard, Flyway Brewing Company, Lost Forty Brewing 
and Point Remove Brewing Company, as well as live entertainment from 
City Boyz.

The event was presented by Centennial Bank, Cousins’ Office Furniture, 
ERA Team Real Estate and Caldwell Toyota. Car-son Construction, Green 
Bay Packaging, CAMS Containers and Mobile Storage, Safely Tucked Away 
Mini Storage, Malvern National Bank and T-Mobile were underwriting 
sponsors, and Flyway Brewing Company, Point Remove Brewing 
Company, Lost Forty Brewing, Andy’s Frozen Custard and Simmons Bank 
were supporting sponsors.n

Women-owned businesses can take advantage of 
annual prime contracting goals, build capacity, grow their 
business and access key funding dollars by participating 
in the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Women-
Owned Small Business Contracting Program.

“Current procurement goals are set for 23% of all 
contracting dollars to go to small businesses,” said 
Claudia Wilson, a program support assistant at the SBA. 
“By participating, you can get a slice of this pie and obtain 
lucrative awards for your business.”

Wilson shared this and other tips for women-owned 
businesses during the Virtual Business Series lecture on 
how to guide women-owned business certification.The 
Virtual Business Series is offered in partnership by the 
Conductor and the Conway Area Chamber of Commerce 
and sponsored by Arvest Bank and Kanga Studio. The 
federal government is often referred to as the world’s 
largest buyer, Wilson said, and its procurement policy 
encourages subcontracting and prime contracting 
opportunities for small businesses.

“It is a catalyst for economic growth,” she said. “And it 
is required to provide opportunities to small businesses.”

Wilson said there are three ways women-owned 
businesses can limit competition and increase the 
chances of obtaining federal contracts: full and open 
competition, small business set-asides, and sole- 
source awards.

Set-asides and acquisitions target 5% women-owned 
businesses, 5% small disadvantaged businesses and 
3% service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses. 
Set-asides limit competition for certain contracts 
and are reserved for small businesses between $10,000 
and $250,000.

The Virtual Business Series runs from April through 
November with one meeting each month. The next 
meeting is scheduled for May 13 at noon and will cover 
how to finance your business panel. n

Conway Regional Health System 
Off the Clock: Catfish & Cold Ones

Virtual Business Series: 
How Women-Owned 
Businesses Can Get 

Federal Contracting
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2021 CALENDAR OF

EVENTS
For more information on all events visit toadsuck.org

APRIL

JUNE

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

JUNE

30

5

8

14

21

7

13

19

28

11

AIRPLANE PARADE  /  4:00 PM – 7:00 PM
More than 25 local pilots will take to the sky over Conway. A map of the routes and designated viewing locations 
is available at toadsuck.org.

BOOM ART WITH ARKANSAS PBS  /  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Fun family activities and visits with Croaker, Dazey, and Clifford. Visit toadsuck.org for more information.

TOAD SUCK TINKERFEST  /  9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Providing hands-on, educational activities that incorporate the elements of the STEAM educational curriculum. Admission is free, 
but advance registration is recommended at toadsuck.org

TASTE OF TOAD SUCK – 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Food vendors will be stationed in Rogers Plaza. Visit toadsuck.org for a list of participating concessionaires and menus.

TASTE OF TOAD SUCK  /  11:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Food vendors will be stationed in Rogers Plaza. Visit toadsuck.org for a list of participating concessionaires and menus.

TASTE OF TOAD SUCK  /  11:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Food vendors will be stationed in Rogers Plaza. Visit toadsuck.org for a list of participating concessionaires and menus.

TOAD RACES  /  4:00 PM – 6:30 PM
The Toad Master will kick off the festivities with the V.I.T. (Very Important Toad) Race in the parking lot at the corner of 

Parkway and Main Streets in downtown Conway. Advance registration is recommended at toadsuck.org

NATURE AND SCIENCE EXHIBIT  /  3:00 PM – 7:00 PM
In partnership with Arkansas Game & Fish, Little Rock Zoo, and Museum of Discovery, the

Nature and Science Exhibit will take place at the Meadows Office and Technology Park.

TASTE OF TOAD SUCK  /  11:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Food vendors will be stationed in Rogers Plaza. Visit toadsuck.org for a list of participating concessionaires and menus.

TOAD SUCK DAZE CONCERT  /  7:00 PM
A ticketed concert at the University of Central Arkansas Farris Center. Featuring ACM new male artist of the year Jimmie Allen.



#ConwayToGo

Supporting small businesses and safe dining.

Leave a review for 
the restaurants

you visited.

Let’s support our local restaurants! Use hashtag #ConwayToGo to 
highlight establishments that are accommodating diners with curbside 
takeout, home delivery, etc. during a time when restaurant dining rooms 
are operating at limited capacity and social distancing is encouraged. 
We also invite you to join and participate in the #ConwayToGo Facebook 
community at facebook.com/groups/ConwayToGo.


