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Conway Wealth Management: Providing High-Quality 
Financial Advisement with a Hometown Feel

Conductor partners with 
global lending platform

The Conductor empowers 
entrepreneurs, innovators, and 
makers, and it can do this
through access to the Kiva LISC 
Lending Program.

When new clients walk into Conway Wealth 
Management, owner Greg Pillow wants them to 
leave with a clear and extensive picture of their 
financial situation and how they can move forward 
to achieve their goals, whether it be saving for 
retirement, a house, or a child’s future education.

“It’s a job where you can truly make a difference 
in someone’s life and help someone,” Pillow said. 
“It’s meaningful work. To see clients execute what 
we’ve planned over the years is fulfilling.”

Conway Wealth Management started in 2013 as 
a two-person shop with Pillow and Rita Stapleton, 
operations manager, and has since grown to 

a seven-person staff, including four financial 
advisors with decades of experience.

“I’ve learned through the years that having 
good people is probably one of the most important 
things because you can’t do everything yourself,” 
Pillow said. “We have good, good people who 
are helping us grow and provide great service to 
our clients.”

Pillow is joined by fellow financial advisors 
Nancy Jackson, Taylor Shouse, and Jeff Wicks. 
Receptionists Kathleen Strack and Sandra McCoy 
round out the local financial planning office. 

Greg Pillow (center back), owner of Conway Wealth Management, with his staff (left to right), Kathleen Strack, Sandra McCoy, Nancy Jackson, Rita Stapleton, 
Jeff Wicks and Taylor Shouse. Conway Wealth Management offers comprehensive financial planning and is located at 825 Parkway St.

Continued on page 5.
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CORRECTION: Evergreen Bride is coming to 1022 Oak St. The company’s name 
was misstated in the January edition’s Construction Round-Up.
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Three banks with headquarters in central Arkansas 
were named to Forbes’ America’s Best Banks list for 
2022, including the top two spots.

Home BancShares (NYSE:HOMB) was named No. 1 
on Forbes’ America’s Best Banks list, and Bank OZK 
(NASDAQ:OZK) took the No. 2 spot. Simmons Bank 
(NASDAQ:SFNC) made the list at No. 44.

“These rankings continue to give attention to the 
strength of the financial services sector in central 
Arkansas,” Brad Lacy, president and CEO of the 
Conway Area Chamber of Commerce and Conway 
Development Corporation, said. “There are multiple, 
billion-dollar financial institutions headquartered 
in our backyard. It is often overshadowed in its 
importance to the state’s economy.”

Home BancShares – a bank holding company 
headquartered in Conway – has been ranked No. 1 on 
Forbes’ Best Banks lists twice before in 2018 and 2019. 

Centennial Bank, the wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Home BancShares, was included in Forbes’ World’s 
Best Banks list in 2020.

Centennial Bank has branch locations in Arkansas, 
Florida, South Alabama and New York City, and 
provides a broad range of commercial and retail 
banking plus related financial services to businesses, 
real estate developers, investors, individuals and 
municipalities.

Bank OZK, headquartered in Little Rock, has made 
the Best Banks list three times previously and has also 
been included in Forbes’ World’s Best Bank rankings 
multiple times. Simmons Bank, also headquartered 
in Little Rock, was included on Forbes’ World’s Best 
Banks and America’s Best Banks lists in 2021.

Forbes’ America’s Best Banks list ranks the 100 largest 
publicly traded banks by reviewing growth, credit 
quality and profitability. 

Three Central Arkansas Banks Named 
to America’s Best Banks List
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As an independent firm, Pillow 
said it allows his team to provide 
the best of both worlds: the 
services of a big-name firm from 
a local staff of experts.

Conway Wealth Management 
offers comprehensive financial 
planning.

“We do a full, comprehensive 
plan that involves retirement, 
investments, insurance analysis, 
and talk about tax situation and 
estate planning,” Pillow said. 
“We look at all the areas of 
their finances.”

Many prospective clients are 
scared to visit a financial advisor, 
Pillow said, but it’s something 
everyone needs to do.

“A lot of people are worried 
they won’t stack up, they’re 
not prepared, or they’re just 
apprehensive. They don’t want 
to be embarrassed,” he said. “We 
don’t do that. We meet with our 
clients, work out a plan, and 
if you’ve done all these steps 
beforehand, that’s great, but if 
not, we help set you on the path 
to achieving those things.”

The typical new client at 
Conway Wealth Management 
comes in for an assessment and 
a follow-up appointment with 
recommendations. After that, 
there’s a meeting once or twice 
every year to make sure things 
stay on track.

Pillow said the firm’s approach 
gives its clients the confidence 
to navigate the ups and downs 
of the market, strengthen their 
financial standing, and build 
wealth over time. 

“If we’ve done that 
comprehensive planning on 
the front end, it’s designed to 
withstand these kinds of events,” 
he said. “We anticipate these 
events in our planning so that 
our clients can weather those 
things.”

Conway Wealth Management 
is located at 825 Parkway St. 
It is open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday.    

COVER STORY
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The Conductor empowers 
entrepreneurs, innovators, 
and makers, and it can do this 
through access to the Kiva 
LISC Lending Program. 

Kiva is a global, nonprofit, 
crowdsourced lending platform. 
Through the platform, 
entrepreneurs can borrow up to 
$15,000 at 0% interest. Kiva has 
three objectives: expand access to 
capital, lower the cost of capital, 
and connect entrepreneurs 
with a global community.

It can be disheartening when 
entrepreneurs discover they do 
not qualify for conventional loans. 
Kiva does not use the traditional 
credit score method to validate 
the strength of the investment. 
Instead, they consider the character 
and reputation of the borrower. 

Once an entrepreneur has 
successfully applied for a loan and 
set up their fundraising page on 
the Kiva platform, loans are funded 
by a network of individual lenders 

across the globe. This fundraising 
page creates an interactive and 
supportive environment where 
that applicant can thrive. 

Since 2015, LISC small business 
and Kiva have partnered to 
expand financial opportunities 
for underserved entrepreneurs 
across the United States. Recently, 
LISC began deploying micro-loans 
on Kiva’s platform, allowing low- 
to moderate-income business 
owners across the country 
the opportunity to grow their 
business with a 0% interest loan. 

LISC achieves its initiative by 
offering a 1-to-1 match with funds 
raised on the Kiva platform. 
To be eligible for the Kiva LISC 
Lending Program, applicants 
must be partnered with one of 
LISC’s registered Kiva Trustees. 
The Conductor serves as a Kiva 

Trustee, which aims to validate 
and endorse borrowers and 
businesses for a Rural LISC match. 

The typical borrower is in the 
agriculture, food, artisan/maker, 
and service-based industry. The 
criteria Kiva uses to define an 
equitable applicant are as follows:

1. Fundability: Does the borrower 
have the ability to raise funds 
from Kiva’s lenders? In other 
words, will they be engaged 
and responsive to both Kiva 
and with lenders on the site?

2. The quality of the borrower 
profile: Does the profile have 
a strong representation of the 
business seeking funding?

3. Repayment: Does the 
borrower have the ability 
to repay the loan?

More information on Kiva can be 
found at arconductor.org/kiva. 

Adam serves as the Program Manager for the Conductor and as an Associate 
Consultant for the Innovation Junkie. Adam received his MBA from Harding 
University and currently holds a CAPM.

Conductor partners with global lending 
platform to expand access to capital for 
underserved entrepreneurs
BY ADAM PATTERSON



REAL ESTATE

Price ADDRESS BEDS FULL BATHS APPROX SQ. FT.
DAYS ON 
MARKET

PRICE PER SQ. FT.
APPROX. 

YEAR BUILT

$590,000 950 Timber Knoll 4 3 3,558 0 $165.82 2016

$553,510 1730 Briley 4 3 3,350 32 $165.23 2022

$491,700 380 Pippinpost Drive 4 2 3,194 0 $153.94 1995

$355,000 4305 Tree House Drive 4 3 2,652 1 $133.86 2003

$335,000 888 Heather Circle 5 3 2,724 0 $122.98 1989

Top 5 Home Sales in 
Faulkner County: 
February 2022
The top five recent home sales in Faulkner 
County averaged $465,000 and $148 per square foot. 
All five homes were sold in Conway and averaged 
nearly 3,100 square feet. The largest home topped 
3,500 square feet with four beds and three baths. 
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Chamber Adds 2 New Staff
The Conway Area Chamber of Commerce has 

hired Celeste Suitt as development and special events 
coordinator and Jack Short as existing business and talent 
development coordinator.

Suitt will develop and manage sponsor 
recognition programs, plan the chamber’s 
 after-hours networking events, and serve 
as support staff for the sales process. Suitt 

graduated from the University of Central Arkansas with 
a bachelor’s in communication studies.

Short will collaborate with education 
and industry partners to support career 
and technical education, assist with talent 
attraction and retention, and support 
business attraction and expansion efforts.

Short worked as an intern for the chamber in the fall. 
He graduated from the University of Central Arkansas 
with a bachelor’s in innovation and entrepreneurship.

Drew Gainor named top Managing 
Director for Northwestern Mutual

Drew Gainor, managing director of the 
Gainor District Office of Northwestern 

Mutual, has been awarded the Achievement Award from 
Northwestern Mutual for the second year in a row. The 
award recognizes the top managing director nationwide 
based on overall excellence in growing a productive, 
integrated office.

Jessica Clawson named field director for 
Gainor District Office

Jessica Clawson has been promoted to 
field director of the Gainor District Office 
of Northwestern Mutual. She is the first 

female to be named to the position.
In the new role, Clawson will become part of the 

executive leadership team of the firm and continue in 
her role as a financial advisor.

Mainstream Technologies hires James Adam
James Adam, has been hired by Mainstream 

Technologies as a software developer. In the 
position, Adam’s responsibilities will include the 
design, development, and deployment of full-stack 
software solutions.

The Ladder
A roundup of new hires, promotions and employee awards.
Submit your company news and updates to news@pulseofconway.com.

of Conway
Pulse NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & AWARDS

news@PulseOfConway.com



Crumbl Cookies, Hungry Howie’s Coming Soon to Conway

The latest news on new businesses, shops and stores coming to Conway. Read more about new Conway developments at pulseofconway.com

What’s that gonna be?
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Crumbl Cookies is coming soon to Lewis Crossing 
Shopping Center. The sweets shop will be located at 1100 
S. Amity Drive, Suite F. 

The chain offers a weekly rotation of four to five cookies 
– including options like funfetti and caramel popcorn 
– paired with a handful of ice cream flavors, such as 
brownie fudge and peanut butter brittle ice cream. 

Cline Construction Group is completing the 
remodel at the location. Jason Hinckley, manager 
of H3O Confections LLC of Mountain Home and 
the organization involved in the Conway location, 
said remodeling has begun and the restaurant has a 
tentative opening date of March 19. 

Crumbl Cookies currently has one Arkansas location 
in Bentonville.

Hungry Howie’s, a flavored crust pizza chain, is 
coming soon to The Plaza at Centerstone at 2235 Dave 
Ward Drive, Suite 308. 

Zac Deem of Deem Investments LLC of Little Rock, 
the organization associated with the Conway project, 
said work on the location has begun and the restaurant 
should be open in April. Tungsten Construction of 
Oklahoma is completing the remodel, Deem said.

Hungry Howie’s has more than 550 locations in 22 
states, including a location in Little Rock. 

Crumbl Cookies will be located 
at 1100 S. Amity Drive, Suite F

Hungry Howie’s will be located at 
2235 Dave Ward Drive, Suite 308
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LABOR

TAX COLLECTIONS

SINGLE FAMILY HOME SALES

Civilian Labor Force

Sales & Use Tax 
January 2022

Home Permits Homes Sold Home Sales Average Home Price

Restaurant Sales Tax*
YTD - December 2021

Hotel Sales Tax
YTD - December 2021

Unemployment Rate

Economy at a Glance
The key economic indicators for Conway and Faulkner County. 

View more economic data at pulseofconway.com
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U.S. AR Conway Faulkner Co.
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57.42% change
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-42.86% change -65.71% change -67.37% change -4.82% change

-74.50%  change -72.52% change 7.76% change

24.40% change
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Seasonally Adjusted

Conway Conway Conway

Conway Conway Conway Conway

Faulkner County Faulkner County Faulkner County

Faulkner County

*includes mixed drink sales
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Not Seasonally Adjusted

$403,622.68$4,716,978.28$3,649,236.10

20 24 $5,091,135 $212,131

38 $8,843,635 $232,727

2.125% TAX RATE

TAX RATE0.5%

$1,126,066.15

$256,396.62$3,806,640.80$2,894,738.97

35 70 $15,601,720 $222,882

149 $32,178,580 $215,964

$905,217.97

December 2021

Year to Date (January 2022)
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LEARN TO     
CODE
TAKE YOUR CAREER TO 
THE NEXT LEVEL

UCA.edu/arcoding

At the Arkansas Coding Academy, our instructors deliver 
a curriculum that equips students with valuable software 
development tools. You will learn a full-stack integration of skills 
in computer programming, database management and website 
design. Apply today and become a part of one of the fastest 
growing occupations.
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