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‘We Did This for Growth’ 
ERA TEAM Real Estate Opens New Branch Office in Conway

Entrepreneurship Policy
In Arkansas

The Conductor started a 
mission to advocate for 
entrepreneurial policy in 2020 
by releasing the Arkansas 
Entrepreneurial Policy Map 
and launching the Coalition 
to Advance Arkansas 
Entrepreneurship.

A culture of collaboration and a commitment to 
education guided the transformation of a 6,400-square-
foot corporate warehouse into a modern office for ERA 
TEAM Real Estate’s Conway branch. 

With $273.95 million in sales volume and 1,368 
transactions in 2021, ERA Doty Real Estate/ERA TEAM 
Real Estate is the 16th largest real estate agency in 
Arkansas, according to a March 2022 list published by 
Arkansas Business. And they are poised for growth. 

The agency’s 123 licensed agents and brokers serve 
48 counties across northern Arkansas. In addition to 
the Conway location, ERA Doty Real Estate/ERA TEAM 

Real Estate has branch offices in Jonesboro, Paragould, 
Mountain Home, Flippin, and Hot Springs. 

Owner and principal broker Steve Doty said Conway’s 
new space was designed with collaboration and 
education in mind. Located at 4005 Prince St., the 80-by-
81-foot building includes a training room for sales 
meetings that are often standing-room-only, as well 
as open spaces that foster collaboration among the 58 
Conway agents. 

“This building was attractive to us because of its 
location and that it was a blank slate,” Doty said. “Rather 
than buying a building full of rooms with closed doors, 

Continued on page 5.
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we built a space based around our 
culture of collaboration. We wanted 
something that is smart and efficient 
for our agents and administrative 
staff.” 

As impressive as the building is, 
Doty said a “big, pretty office” was 
not the goal. 

“We did this for growth. We’re 
here because we want to grow agents 
and make them successful in real 
estate and give back to Conway in the 
process,” he said. “And we wanted to 
create a space where our agents could 
learn from each other and share with 
one another.” 

The new office was a cause for 
celebration. A grand opening on June 1 
attracted dozens of guests, including 
20 agents from ERA Doty Real Estate/
ERA TEAM Real Estate’s Jonesboro 
office. ERA Real Estate CEO Sherry 
Chris flew to Arkansas from Palm 
Beach, Florida, to celebrate the 
occasion. She leads the global brand of 
real estate agents and broker owners in 
35 countries around the world.  

“When I think about ERA, I think 
of us as a group of local broker 
owners who go deep into their local 

communities and have a strong 
connection across the country and 
beyond,” Chris said. “This location is 
no exception. What Steve Doty and 
his team have done to help families 
move on to the next phase of their lives 
through real estate is second to none.” 

Kelli Small, executive broker for ERA 
TEAM Real Estate in Conway, said the 
new location is just the beginning. 

“We want to grow, not only in terms 
of sales volume and agents but also in 
our impact on this community.” 

Tom Dewine, a San Antonio-based 
partner with ERA Doty Real Estate/
ERA TEAM Real Estate, said the grand 
opening of Conway’s new branch office 
is the culmination of decades of being 
part of the community. He echoed the 
importance of giving back. 

“Over the years, ERA has aligned 
with some of the best real estate 
companies in this area, always staying 
true to our values and always staying 
focused on making a contribution in 
the community. We have occupied 
a couple of different places in the 
city and are excited about this new 
location to expand our footprint and 
community impact.”  

COVER STORY

Over the years, 
ERA has 
aligned with 
some of the 
best real estate 
companies 
in this areaa, 
always staying 
true to our 
values and 
always staying 
focused on 
making a 
contribution in 
the community.
– Tom Dewine 
San Antonio-based partner 
with ERA Doty Real Estate/
ERA TEAM Real Estate 
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The Conductor started a mission to 
advocate for entrepreneurial policy 
in 2020 by releasing the Arkansas 
Entrepreneurial Policy Map and 
launching the Coalition to Advance 
Arkansas Entrepreneurship. This 
movement has evolved in the last 
two years to include the entire state, 
local, and state government leaders. 

The Arkansas Entrepreneurial Policy 
Map, in collaboration with Startup 
Junkie, serves as a resource to advocate 
for entrepreneurs in our state through 
policy and legislative recommendations 
to lower barriers to entrepreneurship. 
Through continued collaboration 
with the Kauffman Foundation and 
Conway Foundation, Conductor had the 
opportunity to explore more in-depth 
challenges and barriers Arkansan 
entrepreneurs face by hosting the 
2022 Entrepreneurial Policy Summit. 

The three-day summit consisted 
of about 50 guests, including 
community leaders, entrepreneurs, 

city officials, state-wide partners, and 
entrepreneurial support organizations 
representing Arkansas’s Northwest, 
Northeast, Central, Southwest, and 
Southeast regions. Guest speakers 
and facilitators guided discussions 
of region-specific barriers and issues 
around entrepreneurship. Findings 
of the summit brought awareness 
to entrepreneurial barriers that had 
characteristics of rural or urban areas 
of Arkansas rather than regionality. 
Additional results reinforced the 
importance of the recommendations 
in the original Policy Map. 

To continue this advocacy movement, 
the Conductor team is working on 
updating the Arkansas Entrepreneurial 
Policy Map, which will build on 

the policy map released in 2020 and 
updates reflected in the latest version 
of America’s New Business Plan, which 
“offers a nonpartisan policy road map 
to create a more inclusive economy 
by building a prepared workforce 
and concentrating on entrepreneur-
focused economic development.”

Advocating for Arkansas 
entrepreneurial policy can maximize 
the knowledge of the environment in 
which entrepreneurship is taking place 
and how it impacts our entrepreneurial 
communities. Most importantly, it is 
a way to advocate for entrepreneurs 
to have a leveled playing field where 
their voices are heard, needs are met, 
and they have the best chance to start 
a business or grow their business.  

Entrepreneurship Policy in Arkansas
ERICKA GUTIERREZ

Ericka Gutierrez is the Outreach & Engagement Manager for the Conductor. She serves 
as a liaison, relationship builder, and catalyst for Conductor events and programs 
across the 11-county service area and beyond. Learn more at arconductor.org



REAL ESTATE

Price ADDRESS BEDS
FULL

BATHS
APPROX SQ. FT.

DAYS ON 
MARKET

PRICE PER 
SQ. FT.

APPROX. 
YEAR BUILT

$577,400 98 Acklin Gap Road, Conway 4 3 3,242 1 $178.10 1995

$495,000 2105 Charlie Dayer Drive, Conway 4 3 2,937 3 $168.54 2000

$445,000 4875 Edgewood Park, Conway 4 3 2,653 0 $167.73 2022

$440,000 73 Barney Road, Enola 5 3 3,470 2 $126.80 2016

$430,000 4325 Gazebo Drive, Conway 4 3 2,970 0 $144.78 2003

Top 5 Home Sales in Faulkner 
County: July 2022
The top recent home sale in Faulkner County occurred at 98 
Acklin Gap Road on a 4-bed, 3-bath home. The 3,242-square-foot 
home sold for more than $178 a square foot at $577,400. 

The second-largest sale was at 2105 Charlie Dayer Drive. The 
2,937-square-foot home sold for nearly $169 per square foot at 
$495,000. 

Four of the top five homes were sold in Conway. One was sold 
in Enola. The 5-bed, 3-bath home sold for nearly $127 per square 
foot and $440,000. 

View complete details on the top five 
recent home sales in Faulkner County 

in the table below: 
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Garcia Wealth 
Management Adds 
Marketing Manager

Garcia Wealth 
Management has added 
Miranda Daily as its 
marketing manager. In 

her part-time role, Daily will help reach 
clients consistently and be able to provide 
educational content. She will also make sure 
all information about client needs are up-to-
date and the team is available on different 
social platforms and community events.

Daily will continue full-time at the 
Conductor as its marketing and event 
coordinator.

Hendrix College Adds New Trustees
Two new members have been named 

to the Hendrix College Board of Trustees: 
Heather Gardner, of Chicago, and the 
Rev. Dr. John C. Robbins, of Little Rock. 

Gardner will serve a six-year term. 
Robbins will serve three years on the 
board. Both trustees will begin their 
terms in October.

Lee Hogan Named Editor of
Conway Publications, Inc.

Lee Hogan, director of 
communications for the 
Conway Area Chamber 
of Commerce, has been 

named editor of Conway Publications, Inc. 
Hogan will assume the role July 1, and 

continue as director of communications. 
He has been director of communications 
since February 2021.  

Arkansas Shakespeare Theatre 
Names Managing Director

Arkansas Shakespeare 
Theatre at the University of 
Central Arkansas has announced 
Chad Bradford as its new 
managing director.

Bradford is a UCA alumnus 
having earned a Bachelor of Arts 
in theatre with a minor in music. 
He returns to UCA after a storied 
career on and off the stage. He 
served as associate artistic director 
and founding company member 
at Shake on the Lake Theatre 
Company from 2016-2022.

Arkansas Coding 
Academy Hires 
Marketing Coordinator

The Arkansas 
Coding Academy hired 
Kaitlyn Sullivan as 
its marketing and 
communications 
coordinator. Sullivan 

began in the role March 1.
Sullivan is responsible for creating 

strategies to drive engagement 
through event planning, social media 
management, and administrative duties 
inside the office to promote the mission 
of the academy.

The Ladder
A roundup of new hires, promotions and employee awards.
Submit your company news and updates to news@pulseofconway.com.

SULLIVAN

DAILY

GARDNER

HOGAN

ROBBINS

McNEW

SPOTTS

BROWN

STEPHENS

HOGGARD

Conway Corp Employees Earn 
Certifications, Promotions

Five Conway Corp cable department 
employees earned certifications from the 
Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers. 

Jacob Keller, Lane McNew and Matt Stephens 
earned their SCTE Broadband Premises Installer 
certification. Alex Bethea earned his SCTE 
Coaxial Construction certification. John Spotts 
earned his SCTE Optical Fiber Construction 
certification.

Bethea was recently promoted to telecom 
construction technician 3. McNew was 
promoted to telecom installer technician 1. 
Spotts was promoted to telecom construction 
technician 5. 

Stephens has been promoted to telecom 
installer technician 1. Bryce Hoggard has 
been promoted to journeyman lineman and 
substation relay tech. Matt Smith has been 
promoted to senior plant operator.

Erin Brown has been promoted to assistant 
director of power supply. Brown will assist in 
the direction of Conway Corp’s power supply 
and energy efficiency efforts and major account 
direction in conjunction with the director.



Oak Street is Getting A Kum & Go

UCA Touts New Engineering 
Programs to Area Businesses

The latest news on new businesses, shops and stores coming to Conway. Read more about new Conway developments at pulseofconway.com.

What’s That Gonna Be?

Conway is getting a fourth Kum & Go convenience store and 
gas station at 508 Oak St.

The location is the former home of Palmer Music Co. before 
its move to Front Street. The store is set to open late this year or 
early 2023, according to the company.

Conway has three other Kum & Go locations at 1775 Old 
Morrilton Highway, 2050 Dave Ward Drive and 4095 Prince St.  

In June, 15 area businesses convened at the 
University of Central Arkansas to learn about the 
new Engineering Physics and Computer Engineering 
programs. These businesses represented some of 
central Arkansas’s most advanced manufacturers 
and knowledge-based industries.

UCA’s Engineering Physics program began in the 
2019-20 academic year with 22 enrollees. The program 
estimates 40 students for the upcoming academic 
year. The Computer Engineering program started 
in the Fall of 2017 and has already produced six 
graduates.  

9    Pulse of Conway 

Conway Area Chamber Executive Vice President 
Jamie Gates said that the new programs may represent 
“UCA’s most meaningful contribution to the local 
economy in decades.” 

“Programs like these have the potential to not only 
strengthen some of our most valuable companies — they 
will help us attract or even create new ones,” he said.  

For more information about the programs visit UCA.edu/academics. 





View more economic data at pulseofconway.com
Data is current at the time of printing.



LABOR

TAX COLLECTIONS

SINGLE FAMILY HOME SALES

Civilian Labor Force

Sales & Use Tax 
YTD - June 2022

Home Permits
YTD - June 2022

Homes Sold Home Sales Average Home Price

Restaurant Sales Tax*
YTD - June 2022

Hotel Sales Tax
YTD - June 2022

Unemployment Rate

Economy at a Glance
The key economic indicators for Conway and Faulkner County. 

View more economic data at pulseofconway.com
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26.37% change
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3.68% change
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-12.89%  change -8.68% change 6.60% change

14.12% change
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Conway
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Faulkner County
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$209,587.68$2,567,252.97$21,951,174.27

169
445 $110,604,710 $243,980

831 $202,746,996 $248,075

2.125% TAX RATE

TAX RATE0.5%

$6,818,147.53

$165,857.91$2,261,125.72$19,263,331.23

163
467 $113,612,281 $243,281

954 $222,013,173 $232,718

$5,974,785.06

May 2022

Year to Date (June 2022)

$

Data is current at the time of printing.
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